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“Sometimes your only 

available transportation is a 
leap of faith.”

Those words are inscribed 
on a wooden pictograph box 
made by Shelley Leech, Tribal 
Chief of the P’egp’íg’lha Council 
(T’ít’q’et), and presented by her 
last week to Lillooet Mayor 
Marg Lampman.

Gifts were exchanged 
by Chief Leech, Mayor 
Lampman and SLRD Vice-
Chair Tony Rainbow after they 
signed a Protocol Agreement 
for Communication and 
Co-operation on behalf of 
their three governments May 
24  at the Lillooet REC Centre. 

The Protocol Agreement 
provides a framework to 
establish stronger relationships 
between the parties through 
improved communication 
and enhanced collaboration. 

The Agreement was draft-
ed over the past year by an 
Intergovernmental Relations 
Working Group composed of 
elected officials and staff from 
the the District of Lillooet, 
Lillooet Tribal Council, 
P’egp’íg’lha Council (T’ít’’et), 
Sekw’el’wás (Cayoose Creek 
Band), SLRD and Tsal’álh 
(Seton Lake Band). 

Developing a protocol 
agreement to guide relation-
ship-building efforts was a 
key recommendation from a 
january 2016 Community to 
Community Forum, which 
was attended by representa-
tives from the six northern 
St’át’imc communities, the 
District of Lillooet, and the 
SLRD. 

In a news release, 

Chief Leech commented, 
“P’egp’íg’lha Council, the 
Traditional Council of T’ít’qet, 
is mandated to exercise and 
protect Title and Rights on 
behalf of the past, present 
and future P’egp’íg’lha. As 
ucwalmicw (people of this 
land), we have the right to 
occupy the land, make a liv-
ing on and from the land, 
to have decision-making 
authority, and to practice ta 
nqwal’uttenlhkálha múta7 
nt’akmenlhkálha (our lan-
guage and our way of life). A 
P’egp’íg’lha Council respon-
sibility is to build positive 
working relationships with our 
neighbours and various levels 
of governments. Our Council 
is encouraged by the signing 
of the Communication and 
Co-operation Protocol with 
the District of Lillooet and 
the SLRD. We look forward to 
continuing to work together to 
further develop and to main-
tain our relationships.”

At the ceremony she said 
the agreement was all about 
the future.

“What we take care of now 
will be there for the future of 
all of our children and their 
children,” said Chief Leech. 

“Right now we protect it 
fiercely because we feel we 
haven’t been able to get the 
message across to a lot of 
people,” she continued. “The 
way I always explain it to 
people – and this is true for 
me as a language speaker – 
is that our language and our 
culture are tied to the land. 
Our language is  just not in 
one particular place and nei-
ther is our culture so when we 

go down to the river and fish, 
there’s a part of our language 
that speaks there and there’s a 
part of our culture – a unique 
thing that happens there. If 
that’s gone, then our language 
is gone, too.”

 Mayor Lampman 
stated in the news release, 
"Improving relationships with 
our neighbouring St'át'imc 
communities is an important 
goal for Council. This Protocol 
Agreement is an import-
ant step in forging stronger 
relationships with our neigh-
bours in both the northern 
St'át'imc and the northern 
Squamish-Lillooet Regional 
District regions. The District 
of Lillooet looks forward to 
working with the P'egp'íg'lha 
Council and the Squamish-
Lillooet Regional District to 
bring this agreement to life." 

During the signing cere-
mony, the mayor thanked and 
honoured the St’at’imc  fpr 
preserving the land over the 
years “so that we who have 
come to call Lillooet our home 
can enjoy what we have and 
the surroundings around us.”

SLRD Board Chair Jack 
Crompton was a last-minute 
cancellation at the ceremony, 
but sent along this state-
ment: “Signing this Protocol 
Agreement is an important 
step on the path to stronger 
relationships and it’s a great 
example of collaboration 
in action. The SLRD looks 
forward to working with 
the P’egp’íg’lha Council and 
District of Lillooet to breathe 
life into the agreement, by 
continuing to listen to and 
learn from one another, and 
by taking concrete actions 
to improve the way we com-
municate, share information 
and work together for the 
benefit of all our commun-
ities.”

All six northern St’át’imc 
communities have been invit-
ed to sign on to the Protocol 
Agreement and may choose to 
do so at any time. The Protocol 
Agreement is intended to be a 
“living document” that can be 
amended upon mutual con-
sent.

The Protocol Agreement 
does not create a legal obliga-
tion between the signatories. 
Rather, it establishes guiding 
principles for respectful com-
munication and sets out sever-
al specific actions that the par-
ties will do their best to achieve 
with a focus on increasing 
awareness and understand-

ing, improving communica-
tion and engagement, and 
enhancing collaboration. The 
Protocol Agreement also 
includes several definitions to 
help establish a shared under-
standing, and it sets out a 
process for resolving potential 
disputes. 

Now that the Protocol 
Agreement has been signed, 
the focus will shift to imple-
mentation. Several objectives 
have been established for 2018, 
including: continuing out-
reach to the northern St’át’imc 
communities not currently 
engaged in the process, and 
developing and implementing 

a plan to inform organizational 
staff, community stakehold-
ers and the public about the 
meaning and purpose of the 
Protocol Agreement and to 
engage them in the process.

Funding to sup-
port the efforts of the 
I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
Relations Working Group 
through 2018 has been 
provided by the BC Rural 
Dividend Program (Project 
Development Stream), 
Northern Development 
Initiative Trust (Economic 
Development Capacity 
Building Program), and the 
SLRD.  

New communications 
protocol agreement 
announced  
DoL, SLRD and 
P’egp’ig’lha Council 
sign on the dotted line

Lillooet Mayor Marg Lampman, Tribal Chief Shelley Leech of the P’egp’íg’lha Council (T’ít’q’et) 
and SLRD Board Vice-Chair Tony Rainbow sign the Protocol Agreement May 24.

Gifts were also exchanged at the signing ceremony. Chief Leech made pictograph boxes 
for Mayor Lampman and Vice-Chair Rainbow; the District of Lillooet presented Love 
Lillooet bags, thermoses and Guaranteed Rugged toques, and the SLRD presented artwork 
by a Squamish painter.




